Security Council
 Introduction
The topics covered in these topic guides are a guide to help direct your research on your State’s positions. Updates on these topics for the Security Council may be sent to your school’s faculty advisor later this fall. The Security Council topics below are current as of 29 August 2026.  Representatives are encouraged to be familiar with these topics and in any potential updates.
For each topic area, representatives should consider the following questions to help them in gaining a better understanding of the issues at hand, particularly from their country’s perspective:
· How did this situation begin?
· Which parties are involved in the situation, and what are their concerns?
· How have similar situations or conflicts been peacefully resolved?
· What roles can the United Nations take in the situation? What roles should the United Nations take in the situation?
· If there are non-state actors involved in a conflict, are there any States supporting them? If so, which ones?
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Topic A: The Situation in the Sudans
With permission from the American Model United Nations.
Sudan
In 2018, Sudan saw widespread protests break out against the long-time President Omar al-Bashir, who had ruled Sudan since the late 1980s. The protests, initially about the rising cost of bread and fuel, were met with a brutal crackdown by President al-Bashir’s security forces. In 2019, following escalating clashes between protestors and security forces, the leadership of the Sudanese military overthrew President al-Bashir. The new military government promised the protestors they would act as a transitional government until free and fair elections could occur. As time passed, however, the military government did not hold elections, citing continued instability. During the transitional period, negotiations continued between the civilian protestors and the military government. The military government failed to address the country’s extreme inflation and widespread instability. Protests began again in October 2021 and continued throughout 2022 and into 2023. 
In April 2023, fighting broke out between two military groups, Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). The SAF and RSF had worked together to form the military government that overthrew President al-Bashir. However, the alliance collapsed amid mutual accusations that each side was attempting to oust the other from power. The fighting escalated quickly, and within the first month, the capital of Khartoum was largely depopulated. An estimated 14,000 were killed and over 8 million refugees fled to neighboring countries such as Egypt and Chad during the first year of the war. There have been  documented cases of ethnic cleansing, starvation and widespread sexual violence against women on all sides. The Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM), based in Darfur, has tentatively aligned itself with the SAF against the RSF. The cooperation between the SLM and SAF occurred shortly after the RSF regained control of Darfur and restarted the violence from the early 2000s civil war where the predecessor to the RSF, the Janjaweed, were accused of serious violations of international humanitarian and human rights law. 
By July 2026, an estimated 14 million people have been internally displaced due to the continued fighting between the RSF and SAF with 50 percent of those estimated to be children. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Program (WFP) have declared around two fifths of the population are facing some level of food insecurity including food shortages leading to a heightened risk of death with five million people facing emergency levels of hunger. Humanitarian aid agencies have had some success delivering aid in 2026 compared to previous years. In May 2026, UNICEF screened more than one million children for malnutrition, provided vaccinations against measles, diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis to children (just over half a million cumulative in 2026), and provided training for healthcare workers and  hospitals. Even with the actions of UNICEF, diseases like malaria, measles, cholera, whooping cough and others have continued to spread. 
In October 2025, the RSF seized al-Fasher by force. An estimated 70,000 people were killed. The Human Rights Council (HRC) found the actions taken included numerous crimes against humanity. The HRC concluded there is a legal basis to consider the atrocities committed to be an indicator of  genocidal intent. In June 2026, drone use increased with at least 27 known drone attacks on the city of al-Obeid. In April and May 2026, two RSF commanders defected to the SAF; they were given an SAF uniform and rank. Civilians and members of the international community have expressed concern that defectors could receive amnesty for the crimes they committed, citing a statement by the leader of the SAF given in April 2023. 
The United Nations fact-finding mission found both sides of the conflict have committed human rights violations against civilians and called for an arms embargo. As a result, the United Nations Security Council renewed its arms embargo on 12 September 2025 in S/RES/2791(2025), which is set to expire in September 2026. The current military government, led by the SAF, has rejected the fact-finding mission’s conclusions and opposes any form of United Nations intervention.      
South Sudan
In South Sudan, the government announced that the elections expected for December 2024 have been delayed for two years. The transitional government took power in 2020 after a peace agreement which called for them to hold free and fair elections. The government has not completed a census, finished drafting a permanent constitution, held registration for political parties or many other tasks considered necessary to hold a free and fair election. Being unable to complete these tasks, the transitional government has declared it a security risk to hold elections at this time. The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) special representative made a statement to the Reconstituted Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission of South Sudan (RJMEC) Plenary on 18 September 2024 in support of the transitional government’s decision to delay elections. 
However, in March 2025, the current interim President, Salva Kiir of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) had Vice-President Riek Machar of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO) arrested. The SPLM-IO interpreted this move as a violation of the 2018 peace agreement. There have been numerous skirmishes between the two militias, along with fighting amongst civilians from different ethnicities. In 2026, the majority of attacks have been committed by various communal and clan militias. As a result, almost eight million people, out of a population of just over 12 million, face crisis levels of food insecurity and almost two million people are internally displaced.  In response to the increase in violence, the United Nations Security Council imposed an arms embargo against all of South Sudan and individually targeted sanctions against key players. In April 2026, the UNSC extended UNMISS through April 2027. 
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Topic B: The Situation in the Middle East, Including the Palestinian Question
With permission from the American Model United Nations.
On 7 October 2023, Hamas and allied organizations controlling the Palestinian territory of Gaza launched a coordinated attack against Israel. Many elements of the attack appear to have been chosen to inflict civilian casualties. Approximately 1,400 Israelis were killed and 251 hostages were taken. The Israeli government responded with a declaration of war against Hamas and imposed a “total siege” on Gaza, cutting off water, food, electricity and fuel. Because Gaza relies heavily on supplies from Israel to ensure access to food, sanitation and essential emergency services, the siege had immediate humanitarian consequences for the civilian population. After Israel imposed a partial blockade and land deliveries of aid to Gaza became difficult, the United States constructed a floating dock and pier to allow ships to offload aid. However, on 2 March 2025, Israel, with support from the United States, imposed a full humanitarian blockade on Gaza to pressure Hamas to release the remaining Israeli hostages, alleging that Hamas had been diverting previously permitted aid. 
Throughout the Israel-Hamas conflict, the United Nations Security Council has convened multiple times and voted on various resolutions. However, the Security Council has repeatedly found itself deadlocked, with permanent members exercising their veto power to block resolutions. Speakers in the General Assembly have stated that repeated vetoes of Security Council resolutions embolden the Israeli government, and Secretary-General Guterres has warned that the Council has “severely—perhaps fatally—undermined its authority”. A ceasefire agreement was brokered by the United States, Qatar, Türkiye and Egypt on 13 October, and backed by Security Council Resolution 2803 on 17 November 2025.
Of Gaza’s pre-war population of 2 million, approximately 1.7 million people have fled south, primarily to the area around Rafah. On 24 May 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) ordered Israel to halt its offensive near Rafah and to keep the border crossing open. Despite the ICJ order, the Israeli government continued to conduct airstrikes in Rafah, drawing significant international scrutiny, especially concerning the safety of medics and journalists. The Ministry of Health in Gaza and Israeli authorities have reported over 73,000 Gazan fatalities and over 170,000 Gazans injured as of July 2026. As a result, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights stated that the situation in Gaza is “tantamount to ethnic cleansing.” In the months following the October 2025 ceasefire, World Food Programme authorities and other humanitarian groups have been able to rapidly scale up their activity in the region, though acute malnutrition and acute food insecurity are rampant. 
Meanwhile, violence and displacement continue to escalate within the West Bank. Seventy-six Palestinians and three Israelis have been killed in confrontations in the West Bank so far this year, which has displaced 3,800 Palestinians in the region. Israel, contrary to international law, has significantly increased settlement expansion in the West Bank. Israel has allocated $431 million to support 34 new settlements in 2016, and 104 settlements in the last four years. 
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Topic C: The Situation in the Middle East
With permission from the American Model United Nations.
Since the conflict between Israel and Palestine began in late 2023, Secretary-General Guterres has warned of the potential for the conflict to spread to the broader Middle East. His warnings proved to be largely correct. In late April 2024, following an Israeli airstrike against the Iranian consulate in the Syrian Arab Republic, the Islamic Republic of Iran retaliated by launching multiple missiles at Israel. Hostilities repeated again in July 2024 with the assassinations of Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran and Hezbollah commander Fuad Shukr in Beirut. Not long after, Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah’s top leader was killed in an Israeli airstrike on Beirut in late September along with Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps brigadier general, Abbas Nilforoushan. In retaliation, Iran launched a direct missile attack on Israel. Later in the month, Israel carried out another series of airstrikes in Iran, primarily targeting military installations in an attempt to minimize civilian casualties.
Since the early 1990s, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused Iran of being on the brink of arming itself with a nuclear weapon. In 2015, the United States, in conjunction with the United Kingdom, Russian Federation, France, China and Germany, reached a deal with Iran on sanctions and its nuclear program, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. Less than three years later, the United States withdrew from the agreement, reimposing its sanctions against Iran. In June 2025, hostilities nearly reached a boiling point. Israel began a new offensive aimed at impeding or destroying the Iranian nuclear program. On 21 June, the United States joined the operation by bombing three nuclear research facilities in Iran. In addition to the destruction of nuclear facilities, Israeli authorities reported that at least 10 nuclear scientists were also killed in the campaign. 
The United States initially claimed that the Iranian nuclear program was “obliterated”, but early intelligence reports stated that Iran’s nuclear program had only been set back a few months. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which has been active in Iran since a 2005 audit of its nuclear program, has also inspected the sites targeted by United States and Israeli bombs and has repeatedly stressed the importance of not directly attacking nuclear plants. In late February 2026, the United States and Israel resumed their campaign in Iran with “Operation Epic Fury,” with 900 airstrikes targeting nuclear facilities, strategic military locations and government facilities. Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed in the strikes.
Hezbollah entered the conflict in March 2026 with a series of missile and drone launches against Israel in direct response to the killing of Ayatollah Khamenei. Israel promptly retaliated with airstrikes in Beirut. Continued attacks since March have resulted in 4,350 deaths and 12,310 injuries. Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz within a week of the strikes, spiking oil prices to over 100 USD per barrel for the first time since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022. Since April, there have been multiple ceasefire attempts between the various combatants, as well as multiple openings and closures of the Strait of Hormuz. In the meantime, the Israeli offensive in Lebanon has turned into a ground invasion of southern Lebanon. There are estimates that up to 20 percent of Lebanon’s population has been displaced as a result of the advancing Israeli occupation, which is following similar tactics to those used in their 2023 invasion of Gaza. In June 2026, the United States and Iran agreed in principle to a Memorandum of Understanding, intended to launch a new round of negotiations. Despite this development, Iranian attacks on ships in the Strait and on Gulf states, along with United States strikes on Iranian targets, threaten to re-escalate the situation and risk undermining diplomatic efforts. 
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